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SUBJECT: FOREIGN MINISTER BITSIOS RESPONDS TO FOREIGN MINISTER 
CAGLAYANGIL 

1 . THE AFTERNOON RADIO NEWS APRIL 18 CARRIED A SHARP 
STATEMENT BY GREEK FOREIGN MINISTER BITSIOS RESPONDING TO AN 
INTERVIEW BY HIS TURKISH COLLEAGUE WHICH REPORTEDLY APPEARED 
IN A RECENT ISSUE OF THE TURKISH NEWSPAPER MILLIYET. 

ACCORDING TO ATHENS NEWSPAPER REPORTS THIS AFTERNOON, 

WHICH REFERRED TO EXTRACTS FROM THE MILLIYET INTERVIEW, 

CAGLAYANGIL CLAIMED THAT IT WAS GREECE, NOT TURKEY, THAT WAS 
RESPONSIBLE FOR "TORPEDOING" THE VIENNA INTERCOMMUNAL TALKS 
AND FOR THE FAILURE TO FIND A SOLUTION TO THE CYPRUS PROBLEM. 

THESE REPORTS SAID THAT CAGLAYANGIL REASONED THAT GREECE WAS 
PURPOSELY SEEKING TO DELAY A CYPRUS SETTLEMENT IN ORDER TO MAINTAIN 
THE US MILITARY ARMS EMBARGO, MAKE TURKEY A "DEFENDANT" BEFORE 
WORLD OPINION, AND WEAKEN TURKEY'S RELATIONS WITH THE WEST 

2. IN HIS REPLY, BITSIOS UNDERLINED THAT CAGLAYANGIL'S STATEMENT 
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WAS AT ODDS WITH THE TURK'S ASSERTION OF HIS PREPAREDNESS TO 
NEGOTIATE "WITH GOODWILL," ESPECIALLY COMING AS IT DOES A 
FEW DAYS BEFORE THEIR MEETING IN STRASBOURG AT THE COUNCIL 
OF EUROPE SESSION. A PROPER CLIMATE IS REQUIRED FOR SUCCESSFUL 
NEGOTIATIONS, BITSIOS ASSERTED, A FACT ACKNOWLEDGED BY TURKEY 
THROUGH THE BERN AGREEMENT BUT CAGLAYANGIL'S STATEMENT AND TURKEY'S 
RECENT ACTIONS ARE IN "VIVID CONTRACT" TO A PROPER SPIRIT, HE 
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NOTED. THE GREEK FOREIGN MINISTER SAID IT WAS WELL KNOWN 
INTERNATIONALLY THAT THE TURKISH SIDE HAD BACKED DOWN FROM THE 
(MAKARIOS-DENKTASH) AGREEMENT AT NICOSIA CONCERNING THE VIENNA 
TALKS, ADDING THAT TURKEY SHOULD NOT BLAME GREECE FOR THE FORMER S 
PROBLEMS WITH THIRD COUNTRIES. BITSIOS CONCLUDED THAT CAGLYANGIL 
SHOULD HAVE CONSIDERED WHAT TURKEY'S "ALLIED" BEHAVIOR HAD BEEN 
TOWARDS GREECE BEFORE ATTACKING THE GREEK POSITION ON NATO. 

(NOTE: CAGLAYANGIL'S COMMENTS ON GREECE-NATO RELATIONS 
HAVE NOT BEEN REPORTED IN THE GREEK PRESS). 

KUBISCH 
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